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North Somerset Council 
 
Report to the Executive 
 
Date of Meeting: 7 February 2024 
 
Subject of Report: 2024/25 Fees and Charges  
 
Town or Parish: All 
 
Officer/Member Presenting: Mike Bell, Leader of the Council 
 
Key Decision: YES 
 
Reason: The proposed changes could affect communities living or working in an area 
comprising two or more wards in the area of the Local Authority, should they choose to use 
the services. 
 
Recommendations 
The executive is asked to approve: 

a) The changes to general fees and charges as detailed in appendix 1. 
b) The recommended proposed changes to existing on and off street parking fees and 

charges, as set out in section 3.2 and detailed in appendix 2. This will be treated as 
“Notice” and included in a variation of the current parking orders from 1st April 2024.  

 
1. Summary of Report 
In accordance with the Council’s constitution, this report seeks approval for the following: 
 

1) any proposed increases to fees and charges that are in excess of 10% or are 
estimated to generate additional annual revenue income of more than £300,000  

2) proposed changes to car parking charges. 
 
Changes to fees and charges outside these parameters are considered by individual 
Directors and Executive Members. 
 
2. Policy 
 
2.1 General fees & charges 
 
Fees and charges represent an important source of income, providing funding to assist in 
achieving the Council’s objectives. Some of our fees and charges are effectively set by 
legislation, but many are locally determined. 
 
Income derived from charging is used to offset the costs of providing the service being 
charged for, including support service costs. In recommending an appropriate level of fees 
and charges, managers also consider their client groups and corporate objectives. 
 
The Council’s constitution requires that any proposed increase to fees and charges that are 
in excess of 10% or are estimated to generate additional annual revenue of more than 
£300,000 are to be determined by the Executive. 



2 
 

 
2.2 Parking fees & charges 
 
The council’s financial regulations state that any change to car parking charges shall be 
subject to approval by the Executive. 
 
The process of reviewing the on and off street parking order, including a review of parking 
fees and charges is carried out according to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and the 
Traffic Management Act 2004. 
 
3. Details 
 
3.1 General fees & charges 
 
Appendix 1 provides a detailed schedule of all proposed fees changes that fall within the 
approval limits of the Executive as detailed in section 2 above.  
 
The basis for these changes include a range of themes, the main themes are as follows: 

• Updated/new charges following benchmarking with other authorities 
• Updated charges to cover increases in costs to ensure the Council is recovering 

costs where possible, this is particularly important due to the unprecedented level of 
national inflation and cost increases to the Council over the past two years 

 
3.2 Parking fees & charges 
 
3.2.1 North Somerset Council owns and / or manages over 60 public off-street car parks 

throughout North Somerset. There are 14 sites within the Off Street Parking Order 
which currently have charges for parking, encouraging either short stay, long stay or 
a mixture of those: 

 
• Four off street short stay sites in Weston-Super-Mare. 
• Three off street long stay sites in Weston-Super-Mare. 
• Three off street sites with a mixture of short and long stay in Weston-Super-Mare. 
• Two off street seasonal charge sites in Clevedon. 
• Two railway station car parks in Worle and Nailsea and Backwell 

 
Parking on Weston-super-Mare seafront is not part of the Off Street Parking Order 
but has seasonal charges. 
 
There are currently two on street pay and display areas in North Somerset at Leigh 
Woods and central Weston-super-Mare. 

 
3.2.2 Although there have been some minor changes to the charges over the past eight 

years, they have not been reviewed annually to take into account inflation therefore 
the charges for the above sites have all been reviewed. The review has taken into 
account the following: 

• Inflation 
• Benchmarking against other authorities 
• Ensuring charging is consistent i.e. it costs the same to park on the Seafront 

all day as it does in the car parks 
 
Appendix 2 provides a detailed schedule of the proposed changes to each site 
and tariff. 
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3.2.3 Alongside implementing these changes to existing parking charges, there is a 
separate Executive report being take to the Executive Committee on 7 February 2024 on 
the Parking management Strategy and Action Plan. This recommends commencing a 
consultation on the introduction of a short stay car park permit, this would be available to 
North Somerset residents to offer and alternative for regular users of car parks near retail 
centre. 

 
4. Consultation 
The changes are in accordance with the Council’s policy guidance and principles and, as 
such, no consultation has been undertaken. The revised fees and charges will be published 
on the Council’s website. 
 
5. Financial Implications 
 
The Medium Term Financial Plan 2024-2028 and the Revenue Budget for 2024/25 is being 
taken to the Executive Committee on the 7 February 2024. Included within this report there 
is general increase of 1.25% to income budgets in 2024/25 and in some areas, specific 
additional income targets have been included where the cost of providing the service is 
increasing by more than 1.25%. 
 
The report also includes a proposed increase to the parking charges income budget of 
£504k in 2024/25. This increase is to recognise inflation on existing fees and charges as 
well as potentially implementing new opportunities. This report recommends changes to 
existing charges which represents £404k of the £504k proposed within the 2024/25 budget. 
 
The fees set out in this report are designed to ensure that these budget targets are 
achievable. 
 
6. Legal Powers and Implications 
 
Trading and charging for services have been a feature of local government for a 
considerable time. Specific powers to charge for services are contained in a variety of local 
government statutes. The Local Authorities (Goods and Services) Act 1970, the Local 
Government Act 2003 and the Localism Act 2011 empower councils to charge for 
discretionary services on a cost recovery basis. 
 
The process of reviewing the on and off street parking order is carried out according to the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and the Traffic Management Act 2004. 
 
7. Climate Change and Environmental Implications 
No direct implications identified. 
 
8. Risk Management 
In some cases, increases in fees and charged can be a disincentive to the take up services. 
Service managers have taken this into consideration when reviewing charges and no 
material risks have been identified in this respect. 
 
9. Equality Implications 
The changes are in accordance with the Council’s policy guidance and principles. A 
equalities impact assessment has been carried out as part of the MTFP and budget setting 
process for 2024/25. 
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10. Corporate Implications 
None, other than those already identified. 
 
11. Options Considered 
A variety of options will have been considered by service managers and the proposals in 
this report are considered to be the most appropriate in line with council policy on matters to 
be considered when setting fees and charges. The key principles considered are included 
within the report approved by the Executive in February 2026 and linked below in the 
background papers. 
 
Author: 
Jo Jones, Finance Business Partner (Place), jo.jones@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
Appendices: 
Appendix 1 Detailed Fees and Charges changes to be approved by the Executive 
Apprendix 2 Detailed Parking fees and charges 
  
Background Papers: 
Report to Executive 2 February 2016 – Fees and Charges Policy Committee Report NSC 
(moderngov.co.uk)  
 
 

https://n-somerset.moderngov.co.uk/Data/Executive/201602021430/Agenda/18%20Fees%20and%20Charges%20Report.pdf
https://n-somerset.moderngov.co.uk/Data/Executive/201602021430/Agenda/18%20Fees%20and%20Charges%20Report.pdf
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Detailed Fees and Charges changes to be approved by the executive        APPENDIX 1 
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Parking Fees and Charges changes to be approved by the executive APPENDIX 2 
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